The Ajalian Language

Adalex Ljengé
Alphabet & Orthography
Letter IPA Example
A(a) /a/ father
B(b) /b/ Boss
C(c) /&h cats
D(d) /d/ Shed
b(d) /d3/ Judge
E(e) /e/ Bed
E() | /o/schwa Above
G(g) /g/ Goat
H(h) /h/ House
1(1) /i/ Sea
J1() ly/ Yes
K(k) /KN Kick
L(1) N/ Loss
M(m) /m/ Mouse
N(n) /n/ Nose
O(o) /o/ Mole
P(p) / ph / Post
Q) /k’/ tic
R(r) /t/

S(s) /s/ Sun
T(t) /iy Tore
Tx(tx) sty Church
U(u) /u/ Lune
V(v) v/ Vote
X(x) 1f/ Show
Z(z) /z/ Zone
Z(i) /3/ Treasure

Some Combinations
L /K] Million
Nj /n/ Onion
Oj /oi/ loin




Constants

Stops: /pbtgkmn/
Fricative: /fhxdvzszsh/
Approximant: /jrl/
Affricative: /ctx d/

Ejective: / q/

Vowels: /aeéiou/
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Grammar

TWe will use two sample nouns one masculine the other feminine.
mjec — boy (m)

zéna — girl (f)

tLang has two genders masculine and feminine. Masculine nouns almost always end in

consonants while feminine nouns end in the vowels (a, e, 1).

Indefinite Forms

TThe article —jét is put before the noun to make it indefinite singular

e.g. mjec (boy) — jét mjec (a boy)

e.g. z€na (girl) — jét z€na (a girl)




Cases

Nominative
e.g. the boy, a boy
Genetive
e.g. of the boy, of a boy
Accusative
e.g. The girl hit a boy, the girl hit the boy
Ablative
Qim — with
Dos - from

e.g. with the boy, with a boy
e.g. in the city, in a city

TThere is no dative case in lang but instead the article —qi is used to fulfill with the nominative
form of the noun.

e.g. qi jét mjec (to a boy)
TThere is no locative case in lang but instead the article —txulé is used to fulfill with the

nominative form of the noun.
e.g. txulé dona (at home), with —txulé no indefinite article is placed.

Noun Forms

Jét mjec — a boy
dem mjeci — some boys

Indefinite masculine nouns

Singular Plural
Nom. Jét mjec dem mjeci
Gen. Jét mjecu dem mjecura
Acc. Jét mjecit dem mjecita
Abl. Jét mjecoj dem myjecojli

Mjecé — the boy
Definite masculine nouns

Singular Plural
Nom. Mjecé mjeci
Gen. Mjecu mjecura
Acc. Mjecit mjecita
Abl. Mjecoj mjecojli




Jét zéna — a girl
Pem zéna — some girls
Indefinite feminine nouns

Singular Plural
Nom. Jét zéna DPem zénazi
Gen. Jét z&nat Pem zénadul
Acc. Jét z€nam Pem zéname
Abl. Jét zEénja Dem zénjari

Zéném — the girl
Definite feminine nouns

Singular Plural
Nom. zEném z€nazi
Gen. z€nat zénadul
Acc. zénam zéname
Abl. zénja zénjari

Adjectives

Lanet/a — happy
Qoz/u — fat

TAll adjectives have a masculine and feminine form. The masculine form varies but the feminine
form is almost always +i except if the adjective ends with d, x, z or Z.

TAdjectives in lang agree in gender and number and almost always go before the noun that they
modify. However, if the verb is a linking one (the boy is happy) then the adjective goes after the
noun (the boy happy is).

Note the difference:

The happy boy hits the girl (adjective before noun)

The boy hits the happy girl (adjective before noun)

The boy is happy (adjective would go after the noun that it modifies)

The boy has a girl (‘girl’ would go before the verb)

TExamples
lanet mjecé€ — the happy boy
laneta zé€ném — the happy girl
J€t qoz mjec — a fat boy
Jét qozu zéna — a fat girl

Demonstrative Adjectives

this — cit, cita
that — qas, qasa



e.g. cit mjecé
e.g. qasi zéném
TNote that the nouns that demonstrative adjectives modify are in the definite form.

Personal Pronouns

tPersonal Pronouns are irregular (from nouns) but share common elements within them.

Case | 1® Person (singular) | Case | 1* Person (Plural)
Nom. | Jet Nom. | Qo

Gen. | Jut Gen. | Qot

Acc. | Ejm Acc. | Ojéq

Abl. | Jese Abl. | Qese

Case | 2" Person (singular) | Case | 2" Person (Plural)
Nom. | Ne Nom. | Kju

Gen. | Nil Gen. | Kjum

Acc. | Sin Acc. | Kut

Abl. | Netre Abl. | Kotre

Masculine

Case | 3" Person (singular) | Case | 3" Person (Plural)
Nom. | Dat Nom. | Ton

Gen. | Dju Gen. | Tonu

Acc. | Djun Acc. | Ot

Abl. | Duni Abl. | Toni

Feminine

Case | 1™ Person (singular) | Case | 3" Person (Plural)
Nom. | Xa Nom. | Xaton

Gen. | Xanu Gen. | Xatonu

Acc. | Ax Acc. | Otax

Abl. | Xani Abl. | Xatoni

Verbs

Infinitive Form is (+er)
Alber — to walk
Alb — stem of verb

Present

Singular Plural
1™ Jet albim 1* | Qo albime
2" | Ne albes 2" | Kju albese




13 [ Pat/ Xaalb | 3" | Ton/Xaton albuz

TExamples:
The fat boy walks — Qoz mjecé alb
Some happy boys walk — dem laneti mjeci albuz
With the happy boy walks a fat girl — Qim lanet mjecoj jét qoza zéna alb

Past
Singular Plural
1™ Jet albam 1 Qo albame
2" | Ne albas 2"" | Kju albase
3 Pat/ Xa albar 3t Ton/Xaton albaz
Pluperfect
Add the past form of “to be” to the past form of verb (like in English)
Singular Plural
1 Jet am albam 1 Qo amja albame
ond Ne jas albas o Kju axa albase
3t Pat/ Xa éma albar 31 Ton/Xaton érca albaz
Future

TAdd —qu if verb starts with consonant and add —q if verb start with vowel.

Singular Plural
1™ Jet qalbim 1 Qo qalbime
2" | Ne qalbes 2" | Kju qalbese
3" Pat/ Xa qalb 3" | Ton/Xaton qalbuz

Future Perfect
TCombines future form of “to be” with past form of verb

Singular Plural
1" | Jet gem albam 1" | Qo gemje albame
2" | Ne gjes albas 2" | Kju qex albase
3" Pat/ Xa gér albar 3" | Ton/Xaton gérc albaz

TExamples
The fat boy will walk with the happy girl — Qoz mjecé qim laneta zénja qalb.



The happy boy had hit a girl (veriper — to hit) — Lanet mjec€ éma veripar jét zénam
Some happy girls walk with boys — dem laneta zénaz qim mjecojli

Irregular Verbs

Eser —to be
Present
Singular Plural
1™ Jet em 1" | Qo emje
2" | Nejes 2" | Kju ex
3" Dat/ Xa ér 31 Ton/Xaton érc
Past
Singular Plural
1™ Jet am 1™ Qo amja
2" | Nejas 2" | Kju axa
31 Dat/ Xa éma 31 Ton/Xaton érca
Future
Singular Plural
1" | Jetgem 1" | Qo gemje
2" | Ne gjes 2" | Kju gex
3" Dat/ Xa qér 3" | Ton/Xaton gérc

TExamples

The boy is happy — Mjecé lanet ér

Some boys and girls are fat — dem mjeci el zénazi qozi érc.

Participles

1To make a participles add —ov to the stem of the verb. With that stem, it acts just like any other

adjective.

TExample

Ludiser (to play) — ludisov, a (playing)

The playing boy hit a girl — Ludisov mjecé veripar jét z€nam.

Negation

TTo negate use —né (not).

I did not know — Jet né gnosilar




Sample Text (excerpt from Little Red Riding Hood)

The poor child, who did not know that it was dangerous to stay and talk to a wolf,
said to him, "I am going to see my grandmother and carry her a cake and a little pot
of butter from my mother."

Papur prusé cet né€ gnosilar fi terisq é&r manaser el txoler qi jét lupe, fixim qi dat :
“Jet em finov qras vixmer jut nane el qi xa jét torcit qudov el posi garmexem dos
jut memrja.



